J 



Europaisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 



(H) EP 0 961 214 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



Date of publication A3: 
07.05.2003 Bulletin 2003/19 



(51) Int CI7: G06F 17/60 



\ 

(19) 



(12) 
(88) 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

01.12.1999 Bulletin 1999/48 

(21) Application number: 99201498.5 

(22) Date of filing: 17.05.1999 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES Fl FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE 

Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO SI 

(30) Priority: 29.05.1998 US 87014 

(71) Applicant: EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
Rochester, New York 14650 (US) 



(54) Image processing 



(72) Inventors: 

• Slater, Walter Charles, 

c/o Eastman Kodak Company 
Rochester, New York 14650-2201 (US) 

• Murray, Thomas Joseph, 

c/o Eastman Kodak Company 
Rochester, New York 14650-2201 (US) 

(74) Representative: Parent, Yves et al 
KODAK INDUSTRIE, 
Departement Brevets, 
CRT - Zone Industrielle 
71102 Chalon-sur-Saone Cedex (FR) 



(57) A method of processing customer image or- 
ders, each of at least one image capturing an original 
scene. An image content identification in the form of an 
image content identification signal, is generated based 
on an identification of one or more scene objects, for at 
least one image of a customer order. The generated im- 
age content identification is compared with different im- 
age content identifications stored in a memory in asso- 
ciation with respective predetermined customer certifi- 
cate data. When at least a generated image content 
identification matches a stored image content identifica- 
tion, generating a customer certificate from the stored 
certificate data associated with the matching stored im- 
age content identification. The method can be used with 
customer image sets which may not be image orders. 
An apparatus and computer program product which can 
execute such a method, are also provided. 
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